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President Paul Ruane ca lled the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge o f Allegiance was recited 
and Mayor Len Zboray offered an Invocation. 

Roll Call 
Council members prescnt we re Paul Boyer. Ra lph (iannone. Ell ie Rees. l>aLlI Ruane. Ty Sees. and 
James Troup_ Others present were Mayor Zboray; Ryan Tira. Borough Solicitor: Jeremy Deit rick. 
Sewer Department Superintendent; and Janice Bowman. Borough Secretary. Councilman Harry 
Wynn was absent. 

Public Comment 
Northumberl and Count)' Commissioner Kymberly Best stated that she was present to add ress the 
issues with the detour for the Duke Street Project. noting that the o ther wee k. a tracto r traile r had hit 
a pole which disrupted power to some residents. The county has received calls about the tramc in 
town. Commissioner Best contacted Represen tative Schlegel~Culver about possible funding fo r 
additional police presence. She shared an idea that she has for the county to help. Her idea is that 
the Northum berland County Sheriff s department which is under the contro l of the County 
Commiss ioncrs can hire deputies. County SheriITs have the authori ty to make traffic arrests and stops. 
The County Sheriff is hiring a Deputy Sheriff for the County Jail that is being built in Coal Townsh ip. 
Until that time. the Sheriff would like to be able to train this employee before he is required at the 
prison full- time. Her suggestion is that the Deputy Sheriff could work in the Borough part-time to 
help with the traffic contro l. Commissioner Best stated that the ave rage traffic stop fine is $400. The 
district magistrate has it in their discretion to set the fine anywhere between $50 and $300. She stated 
that Distric t Justice Ben Apfelbaum asscsses the fine at the highest end. She suggested that a letter 
could be sent to Distric t Justi ce Mike Diehl asking that he consider setti ng the fine at the high end of 
range . COlllmissioner Best stated that she would vOle in favor of a llowing the sheriffs depal1l11em to 
fi ll in per diem. part-time or full-time. until the employee is needed at the Northumberland County 
Prison or elsewhere. She noted that the person who is be ing hired by the Sherifrs Department is a 
retired police oflicer so he wou ld not requ ire training. Council thanked Commiss ioner Best. 

Terry and Peggy Walker told Borough Council tha t they want to make sure that they are aware of lhe 
sink boles thai are on the edge ortheir property on Priestley Avenue. They have been there s ince 
May. One is six by six by six fee l deep. The other is eight by twe lve by c ight feet deep. The pipes 
are broken in both holes. The larger hole is near the rai lroad tracks. She stated that these are the third 
or fOUl1h holes that they have had. The Borough has fi ll ed in the holes in the past. Mrs. Walker is 
concerned that if someone would wa lk to the edge o f the ho le. hc could fall in. Thc Walkers did not 
own the prope rty \vhen the pipe was installed. A neighbor told thcm that the pipe was a Borough 
project. Mr. Walker stated that he does not think it is a difficult project. He fee ls that the pipe could 
be removed and the area could be left open. Mr. Walker stated thai the deed 10 hi s propeny mentions 



the exist ing pipe. Mr. Ruane stated that the Borough does not have records of when it was installed 
or who installed it. The minutes have been reviewed and the subjec t is 110t men tioned. The Borough 
does not mvn the property or have a right-of-way on the property. Mr. Walker stated that the last two 
times there were sink holes. the Borough covered the pipe with plastic and filled the holes with stonc. 
DEP has been contactcd and is in favor of opening the ditch. but vo iced concern about the condition 
of the cu lvert that runs under the railroad tracks. 

Mr. Ti ra noted that the quest ion for Borough Council to consider is if it is taking over the 
responsibil ity to open the di tch. wou ld the Walkers be willing to take on the responsibility to keep 
the ditch clean. He added that the committee could meet with DEP. He also adv ised that an engineer 
may be needed. It was noted that an engineer has examined the property and has provided an estimate 
of between $2.800 and $3.900 to determine a feasibi lity recommendation. The estimate did no t 
include a final plan. 

Mr. Walker asked who wou ld be responsib le if someone fell into a hole . Mr. Tira responded that the 
location is either on the Walkers' deed or thei r neighbor's deed. The Borough docs not own any of 
the property there. Mr. Walker stated that the ye llow tape that the Borough put there blew off. I-Ie 
has put a rope around it but feels there should be more. Mr. Ruane stated that Street Department 
could put up the orange fence around the area. 

Mr. Tira advised that the Street Committee could examine the property to scc what can be done and 
make a recommendation to council. Mr. Ruane invited the Walkers to attend the meeting on Tuesda y 
night at 7:00. 

Mr. Robert Row reported that as of9/ 14 the lights at Pineknotter Park are working. four out of fi ve 
were done. He stated that he made hi s first complaint 321 days ago_ noting that he ta lked to the 
Borough, Penn DOT. and PPL. He quest ioned why it took so long to ge t the repairs done. 

Mr. Jim Groninger stated that he is present to answer any questions or concerns about the Hallowccn 
Parade. None were vo iced. 

Mr. Joe Latora presented the council with a pctit ion to address issues at West Way because motorists 
are using West Way instead or rollowing the detour since construct ion began. Mr. Latora explained 
that the road is not paved and is in deplorab le condi tion wi th pot holes. '-Ie said that the vehicles 
speed down the street. creating a dangerous situation. 

Mr. Ruane stated thai he spoke with the Chief The Borough may erec t some temporary stop signs. 
Mr. Tim advised that temporary signs may be posted for sixty to ninety days. He added that an 
ordinance could be adop ted at the November council meeting to establish permanent stop signs on 
West Way. 

Mrs. Rees moved to advertise an Ordinance to establish stop signs on West Way at the intersections 
with Fifth. Six th. and Seventh Streets. Mr. Boyer seconded the mot ion. Council approved 
unanimously. 

Penn DOT Project 
Ms. Mindy Foresman informed the council that the contractor has not be able to work because the 
utili ties have been sent to areas in Florida and Texas where there were hmricanes. Penn DOT had 
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hoped that the car detour would be lifted by November pl. But because the project has slowed down. 
the detour will be in place until Thanksgiving. The utility poles are in the process of being moved 
and de-energized. Other uti lities will be working next week. The cont ractor has been waiting on the 
poles being erected at Sixth Street so they can install the storm drains. 

Mr. Ruane asked about the vacant lot at Water and King Streets. He noted that Ihe house next door 
to the lot gets water in the basement during heavy rains. Mr. Ruane added Ihat he wouldn 't want the 
lot to be a liability if the Borough agrees to take the lot over. Mr. Troup stated that he fee ls that the 
Borough should not accept the lot. Mr. Tira said that a counci l vote would be required. 

Mr. Troup questioned the roadblock signs at Eighth and Duke Streets. He asked if the signs could be 
moved back. Mr. Troup suggested that street lights be erected at Route 147 and Ridge Road because 
it is totally dark at night. Mr. Ted Deptula stated that thi s intersection isn' t completed yet and that 
there wi ll be a traffic light at this location in the future. It is scheduled for the next phase of the 
project. 

Mr. Sees asked if Ms. Foresman could project whe re the project will be on Duke Street next year. 
Ms. Foresman stated that they hope the project wi ll go smoothly next year because they shouldn' t 
encounter the setbacks that occurred thi s year. They are thinking about starting earlier than March 
1, depending on weather. Phase 5 will be started first and then they will jump back and finish Phase 
3 which is from Pond Avenue to Fourth SI. They are current ly working on Pond Avenue to Fifth St. 
Mr. Sees asked if that completes the construction on Duke Street. Mr. Deptula stated that at the end 
of the construction season. all of the bituminous paving will be completed. The concrete at the 
intersect ion of Duke and Water Streets will be the following year. Mr. Sees asked if plans could be 
made for the Halloween Parade next year. Mr. Deptula responded that the work should be 
completed in early October. barring any unforeseen problems. 

Mr. Zboray asked what is to be done on Duke St reet before the detour is li fted. Ms. Foresman 
responded that the street will be completed from Eighth to Fifth Streets. They must st ill install the 
top layer of asphalt and some curbing. The car detour wi ll be lifted after Thanksgiving until next 
year. 

Mr. Troup asked if it would be possible to get another sign at Ridge Road stat ing thai all trucks 
must turn, to try to prevent trucks from entering the Borough. Ms. Foresman stated that she thinks 
there is a sign there. Ms. Foresman was also asked if a sign prohibit ing trucks from traveling on 
Strawbridge Road could be placed on Ridge Road because trucks are taking Ridge Road to 
Strawbridge Road and coming into town rrom thaL direction. 

Mrs. Rees asked ira traffic light could be placed at Fitlh and Duke Streets when the project is 
finished. She asked if they could advocate for the traffic light. 

2016 Audit Report 
Mr. Tony Gagliardi provided a summary about the 2016 audit. He thanked the staff at the Borough 
Office and the Sewer Department for the ir cooperation. He reported thai there were no findings or 
deficiencies wilh the aud it. The DeED report was filed in April , on line. The reason for the delay 
for the final audit is because he was waiting on additiona l information. He stated that he and the 
Borough Secretary completed the filing of the Federal Report that was required due to having 
received Federal money. All the revenues and expenditures remained similar to past years . The 
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addi tional monies received were fo r the treatmen t plant. Mr. Gagliard i asked if anyone had any 
quest ions. None were asked. Mr. Boyer made a motion to approve the 20J 6 audit report from 
Klacik and Associates: Dr. Cianflone seconded the motion. Council approved unanimously. 

Council Meeting Minutes 
Mrs. Rees moved to approve the council meeting minutes of August I. 20 17. Mr. Boyer seconded 
the mot ion. Counci l approved unanimously. 

Public Comment 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich asked why council would want to assume ownership of the property at King 
and Water St reets. Mr. Ruane stated that it would have to be voted on by council. Mrs. Bogovich 
stated that she doesn"t know why council would want the property. It was noted that the council 
had considered the acceptance of the property befo re and had turned it down. 

Northumberland Sewer Department 
Mr. Boyer moved to app rove Payment No. 21 to Leece in the amount of $32.472.84. Mr. Troup 
seconded the mot ion. Discussion ensued. Council approved the payment unanimously. 

Executive Session 
Mr. Ruane adjourned the councilmcct ing for an Executive Session at 8:00 p.m. The meeting was 
reconvened at 8: 12 p.m. 

Mr. Boyer moved to approve the release 01' $144.702.95 from prior payment applications to Myco. 
Contract 14-2H. The amount of $43 .400.02 is be ing wi thheld. Dr. Cianflone seconded the motion. 
Counci l approved unanimously. 

Ma)'or's Report 
• Mayor Zboray reported that the 9-1 1 Service was well -attended. The S1. Louis de Montfort 

Band from Herndon performed. 
• Mayor Zboray noted that 469 trucks were cited by the police since the Penn DOT projec t 

began in Jul y. 

Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Ms. MaryKay Clark provided council wi th a written report. Three building permits were issued 
with fees of $ 157: six complaints were received: twel ve code violat ions and fou r citat ions were 
issued. Twelve rental inspec tions and one reinspcction were conducted wi th fees totali ng $440. The 
care mileage for September was sixty mi les. 

Mrs. Rees moved to appoint Mary Kay Clark as the Borough Code Official (BCO) since she has 
passed the state examination. Dr. Cianflone seconded the motion. Council approved unanimously. 

Street Supervisor's Report - no report 

Committee Reports 
Community Development 

• Trunk or Treat 
The area churches have requested permi ssion to conduct a "Trunk or Treae on October 29 
from 1 :00 to 3:00 at King Street Park. They wo uld li ke the streets around the park closed 
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for the event. Mr. Troup made a motion to approve the request. Dr. Cianflone seconded the 
motion. Council approved unanimously. 

• Trees at Point 
Margaret Weirick has located a contractor to remove the large tree in King Street Park . The 
contractor has also provided an estimate of up to Sl.000 to remove three trees at the Point. 
Mr. Boyer made a motion to hire the contracto r to remove the trees at the Point at a cost not 
to exceed S1.000 with the funds budgeted in the King Street Park line item of the budget. 
cont ingent upon the contractor submi tt ing a Certificate of Insurance. Dr. Cianflone 
seconded the motion. Council voted 4-2 to approve with Mr. Sees and Mr. Troup voting no. 
[Note: The contractor is Rick Jordan.] 

• Liberty Splash land 
The com mi ttee plans to hold a public meet ing on November 13 to discuss the future of 
Liberty Splashland. It was noted that the pool ending the year in the red by about S43.000. 
Major expenses were the payroll with hourly rates fo r lifeguards increased to $9.25 to 
compete wi th other pool s. The cost for water was SI7.000. The num ber of gallons 
purchased th is summer was enough to fill the pool fOllr times. Mr. Ruane stated that there is 
a well at the pool , but it has iron and is unusable. Due to the age o f the pooL there may be 
leaks in the concrete and also in some of the pipes. Mr. Troup stated that there was an 
email sent out to some council members. Dr. Cianflone responded that he thought the emai l 
was sent to those who were at the comm ittee meet ing. 

Finance 
The committee met last month to start the budget process. The committee will meet on 
October 24th at 6:30 p.m . to contin ue the process. Mr. Sees asked what the committee is 
looking at fo r a tax increase. He was to ld that the committee had only di scussed expenses. 
not income so it is not known at thi s time if there will be a tax increase. Mr. Ruane noted 
that the Borough received $9.000 from the District Justi ce in August fo r the traffic violations 
during the detour. 

Personnel 
Mrs. Rees stated that there is a personnel issue to di scuss in Executive Session. The meeting 
was adjourned 8:30 p.m. The meeting was reconvened at 8:34 p.m. 

Public Safety - no report 

Rules - no report 

Streets 
Mr. Boyer stated that the committee would meet next Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Old Business 
1. Penn DOT Resolution 

Mr. Tira explai ned that Penn DOT wan ts their form resolution passed in regards to the 
reimbursement agreement for the relocation of the utilities. Mr. Boyer made a mot ion to 
approve Reso lution A-2017. Mr. Troup seconded the motion. Council approved 
unanimously. The resolution fo llows: 
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"Resolution A-2017 
Municipal/Authority Resolution 

BE IT RESOLVED by authority of the Borough Council of the Borough of Northumberland, Northumberlond 
County, and it is hereby resolved by authority of the same, that the President of said Municipality/Authority be 
authorized and directed to sign the attached Agreement on its behalf and the Borough Secretory by authorized 
and directed to attest the same, 

ATTEST: Janice R. Bowman, Borough Secretary Treasurer 
(SEAL) 

Borough of Northumberland 
(Nome of Municipality) 

BY: Paul J. Ruane, Borough Council President 

I, Janice R, Bowman, of the Borough of Northumberland do hereby certify that the forgoing is a true and correct 
copy of the Resolution adopted 10/3/2017 at the regular meeting of the Borough Council held the 3rd day of 
October, 2017." 

2. Mr. Troup asked if a list has been compiled of the left over soda and food items per the 
directive approved by council. Mrs. Rees stated that she understands that Nicole has 
submitted the list to Ann. Mrs. Rees added that some items that were left have expirat ion 
dates that wi ll be able to be used next year. Dr. Cianflone stated that they stopped ordering 
food items before the close of the pool. Mr. Sees asked how much was sold, what was made 
from the sales, and what was the inventory. Dr. Cianflone stated that list was provided to 
the committee at the meeting, Mr. Sees stated that it was agreed that all counci l members 
would receive a copy. Mr. Sees asked what was done with the used grease that is in the 55-
gallon drum. Dr, Cianflone stated that he contacted the guy in July who said he would come 
and pick it up along with the 5-ga llon jugs that are out back, He added that he would 
contact him again. Mr. Troup stated that the information that is obtained at the commillee 
meetings must come to the council. Dr. Cianflone stated that the comm ittee is bringing up 
the issue about the pool here to the council. He said that the commillee fee ls that before 
making a decision to close the pool. they want to provide a meeting for the residents to come 
to see what can be done about the pool. Mr. Troup stated that he said that at the beginning 
of the season he said that the Borough couldn't afford to hire all these people, He said that it 
was $30,000 fo r the management. He added that there used to be a manager for $1 0 an 
hour. Mr. Troup said that any committee that meets should provide information to the other 
counc il members, adding that he just received a policy today and has not had time to review 
it for a yole tonight. Mrs. Rees stated that the policy does not have to be voted on lonight. 
Discussion ensued. Mr. Ruane said that the policy should be reviewed by the Rules 
Committee and council could vote on it at the next meeting. 

New Business 
I. Mr. Boyer made a motion to approve payment of bills, Mr. Sees questioned why the 

Borough is paying Rachel Shear toward her telephone bill when she hasn't wo rked for over 
a year. Mr. Tira asked if that is a modification to exclude this from the bi ll s, Mr. Sees 
stated that she is not working, therefore, she is not using it for work use and shouldn't be 
reimbursed. Mr. Boyer made the motion to approve payment of the bills, excluding the bill 
for Rachel Shear 's cell phone. Mr, Troup seconded the motion. Counc il voted 5-\ to 
approve with Mr. Sees yoting no. 
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2. Mr. Sees made a mot ion to approve a hand icap parking space requested from Will iam Colby 
at 446 Water Street with the stipu lation that it be reviewed annuall y. Mr. Boye r seconded 
the mot ion. Council approved unanimously. 

Mr. Troup moved to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 

Respectfull y submitted. 

. R (b,.-...) 

Le Bowman 
Borough Secretary 

7 

XPS - Ann
Line




