














Ms. Sandy Miller asked what the council has requested of PennDOT. Dr. Cianflone stated that
the original plan was to close Water Street from Duke Street to the bridge. Council requested that
one lane be kept open, traveling south. They also planned to close King Street from the Priestley
Bridge to Water Street. Now one lane will remain open, coming from Sunbury.

Mayor Zboray said that he asked if the project could be delayed. PennDOT responded that if the
project is delayed, they couldn’t guarantee that the money would be available. They also said that
once Duke Street “starts going”, it’s going to go fast. If the road is not reconstructed and it starts
to deteriorate, emergency work would take place to make the repairs and it wouldn’t be done
correctly, meaning to replace the utility lines and totally rebuild the street. Mayor Zboray noted
that during heavy storms, Duke Street floods and it is necessary for a police officer to direct traffic.
There is not enough drainage to go to the river because the last time PennDOT repaired Duke
Street, they cut down the amount of drains. They will correct these problems to alleviate the
flooding. Mayor Zboray said that during the construction, there will be frustration. But when the

project is finished, the residents will be happy.

A resident of Orange Street asked if there is any consideration about the roads that are being used
as detours. Mayor Zboray stated that PennDOT has said that they will video the roads before the
detours are started and the streets will be repaired when the detour is ended.

Mayor Zboray said that other options were discussed for Priestley Avenue, permitting left turns.
They are also considering the use of Dale Walter’s property. Mayor Zboray noted that the original
plan was to close Front Street completely, but are now going to keep one lane opened.

Someone suggested that the work could be done at night. Mr. Troup stated that this causes a
secondary problem for the people that live along that street. He also noted that if the infrastructure
under Duke Street is not done, the Borough could have to do that within the next five years which

would come at a price to the taxpayers.

Mr. Bruce Killian stated that at the meeting at Shikellamy High School, the PennDOT officials
listened to the residents and said that they would take the suggestions back to their superiors. He
said that the meeting last week was a one-sided meeting. He thought it would be an informative
meeting like this one; but it was a negative meeting. He noted that PennDOT is listening to people
and they are working hard with the Borough to repair Duke Street at the least inconvenience to
Northumberland and they are being fought tooth and nails.

Mrs. Rees stated that at the last meeting with PennDOT, when they discussed having shorter
detours on Duke Street, she thought that this could be accomplished without removing any stop
signs on King and Orange Streets. She plans to advocate for this at the next meeting with
PennDOT. She said that she asked them about installing a traffic light at Fifth Street. She added
that she is also concerned about the children walking to the schools.

Someone asked if the school district is informed about the project. Dr. Cianflone stated that he
thinks the school board is meeting with PennDOT tomorrow night.

Mr. Wynn left the meeting at 8:09 p.m.



Someone stated that they weren’t aware of the first public meetings that PennDOT held; but the
meeting held last week was better publicized. Ms. Barbara Kistner said that Representative Culver
asked them (the steering committee) to get involved and they got the news around. She said that
they thought it was time that everyone understood the plans. Mrs. Rees noted that PennDOT had
sent notifications to all residents in the Borough. Someone else mentioned that residents in Point
Township and Upper Augusta Township were also informed of the meeting at the high school last
December. It was also discussed that Representative Lynda Culver met with residents at the
Borough Building in February where the alternative detour plan to close Duke Street two to three

blocks at a time was suggested.

Someone questioned if Orange and King Streets would be one way during the detours. They were
told that the detour direct westbound traffic to Orange Street and eastbound traffic on King Street,
but both streets will be two-way during the detour. He noted that parking will only be permitted

on one side of the streets.
Mr. Ruane said that additional public meetings would be held with PennDOT.

Mr. Bingaman asked if PennDOT has provided an estimate of when they will have the final plan.
Mr. Ruane said that they haven’t yet provided that information.

In response to someone’s question, Mayor Zboray stated that by eliminating the tractor trailers,
except for local deliveries, the traffic on the detours will not be as heavy.

Mr. Ruane adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Janice R. Bowman
Borough Secretary



